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at that time, Frederick of Prussia, was not in general a
man of compassionate feelings. He had no especial love
or care for the North American cause; indeed it is
scarcely mentioned in his most familiar letters, unless for
a sorry jest on the name of General Howe.* Yet even
Frederick expressed in strong terms his contempt for the
scandalous man-traffic of his neighbours. It is said
that whenever any of the newly hired Brunswickers or
Hessians had to pass through any portion of his territory
he claimed to levy on them the usual toll as for so many
head of cattle, since he said they had been sold as such If

Nor can the British Ministry in this transaction be
considered free from blame. If men were needed was
there any lack of them in England? Was it wise to
inform foreign states that we deemed ourselves thus de-
pendent on foreign aid? Was it wise to hold forth to
America the first example of obtaining assistance from
abroad? Above all, if conciliation was to be the object
full as much as conquest, how signal the imprudence thus,
in the midst of a civil strife, to thrust forward aliens to
both parties, in blood, in language, and in manners!
What else could be expected, than that these aliens should
feel themselves restrained by no ties of affinity, by no
feelings of affection, from wreaking on their opponents
the utmost miseries of war? Considerations such as
these were warmly urged in both Houses of Parliament,
but only by small minorities. In America, on the con-
trary, such considerations appear to have pervaded the
great body of the people. Certain it is that among the
various causes which at this period wrought upon our
trans-Atlantic brethren to renounce their connection
with us, there was none more cogent in their minds than
the news that German mercenaries had been hired and
were coming to fight against them.

The reinforcements from England were impatiently
expected by General Howe, who felt all the danger of de-
lay at such a juncture; but during .many weeks they were

* " Nous entendons parler du General Howe dont chaque chien en
" aboyant prononce le nom."   (A Voltaire, le 17 Juin 1777.)

f Den iiblichen vieh-zoll.   See Preuss, Lebens-Geschichte, vol. iii,
p. 472.
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